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@Galleria Duemila 

210 Loring St v Pasay City 

• Days of Creation by Marc Gaba 

duSuntil May 30 

• The Silence of Junyee 

juSJune 4-30 ©831-9990 

^gduem ila@gmail.com 

@Ateneo Art Gallery 

L/2, Old Rizal Library Special 
Collections Bldg. 

Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

• Idiopathic Hues:The Modernists’ 

• Color Palette - Selections from 
the Permanent Collection 

dIDuntil May 31 

©426-6001 loc. 4160 | 426-6488 

Rak of Aegis back for 5th rerun 

The PETATheater Center 
No. 5 Eymard Drive, New Manila 
Quezon City 

^June 1-Aug. 31 ©725-6244 

^Dpetatheater@gmail.com 

Ayala Museum 

Makati Ave. cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
©754-8288 

• The Reader as Designer, book 
design workshop with Karl Castro 

dUMay 23 and 30 (fees apply) 

asklibrarian@fil ipinaslibrary.org. ph 

• Homage to the Masters and 
Recent Works, L’ Arc en del Atelier 

jfsSuntil May 31 

• Liederabend:A Night of German Songs 

iiUJune 2 

• Secret Lives of Books: Karl 
Castro, Book Designer 

!i§until June 6 

• Photographic Essay, workshop 
with Paco Guerrero 

!is3June 4 and 11 (fees apply) 

^Dvil laflores.md@ayalafoundation.org 

• PELIKULA:Talks on Philippine 
Cinema with Nick Deocampo 

jjSJune 11,18 & 25 (fees apply) 
^Dhel lo@ayalamuseum.org 
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Yuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza cor. Ayala & Sen. Gil J. 

Puyat Avenues, Makati City 

dfDuntil June 18 ©889-1234 

^Dinfo@yuchengcomuseum.org 

FILIPINAS: Photographs by 
Isa Lorenzo 

4/F Reception Room 
National Museum of Anthropology 
National Museum of the Philippines 
Taft Ave., Ermita, Manila 
fiintil June 19 ©527-1215 

Drawing Lines 

Lopez Museum & Library 
G/F, Benpress Building 
Exchange Road cor. Meralco Avenue 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
dIDuntil July 8 ©631-2417 

^DImmpasig@gmail.com 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Zhao meets Duterte in Davao 


Chinese Ambassador Zhao 
Jianhua conveyed to incoming 
president Rodrigo Duterte Beijing’s 
intention to “properly deal” with its 
differences with Manila, specifically 
over the West Philippine Sea. 

The Chinese embassy said 
Zhao met with Duterte on 
May 16 in Davao City, and had 
friendly and sincere exchanges 
on developments in Philippines- 
China relations. 

“He stressed that China and the 
Philippines are good neighbors, 
partners and relatives, and the 
Chinese side is looking forward 
to working with the Philippine 
side to properly deal with the 
differences, deepen traditional 
friendship and promote mutually 
beneficial cooperation, so as to 
bring the bilateral ties forward,” the 
embassy said. 

According to the embassy, 
Duterte voiced his willingness to 



improve and develop Philippines- 
China relations. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
said China “stands ready to work 
alongside the new Philippine 
government to properly deal with 
relevant disputes through friendly 


dialogue and bring bilateral ties back 
to the track of sound development.” 

“It is hoped that the new 
Philippine government will join 
China with the same readiness and 
attitude,” Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Hong Lei said. 


Local travel made easy with new app 


The nightmare of local travel 
- lining up in long queues at bus 
terminals or even standing by the 
roadside to be a “chance passenger” 
in some areas - may soon be a thing 
of the past. 

Au Soriano, founder and CEO of 
PinoyTravel.com.ph, hopes her start¬ 
up company will ease that dilemma 
by pooling different bus companies 
into one app and website where 
passengers can book their trips. 

Soriano is no stranger to the 
hassles of local travel. In her younger 
years, she had to travel to and from 
Bauang, La Union City, where she 
lived, via provincial buses. 

In 2013, despite booking flights 
made easy by several clicks on 
the Internet, the means of 
traveling to provinces was 
still conducted via the old 
means. 

Soriano spotted a niche 
and pitched a solution 
to IdeaSpace, a start-up 
competition, and won its 
funding capital. 

Like any new start¬ 
ups, PinoyTravel has had 
to convince suspicious 
people that it was not a 
fraud. Eventually though, 
the company started to gain 


more exposure as satisfied customers 
help promote through word of mouth. 

Bus companies had to be wooed 
and convinced that most of the land 
travelers are tech-sawy millennials 
who are quite at home with, and 
would indeed prefer, online booking. 

Booking a trip via PinoyTravel 
is easy: simply visit their website or 
access their app and search for the 
desired trip. 

Listed there are the latest bus 
schedules and fare per trip. Choose 
the bus company and book a seat. 
A confirmation code will be sendt 
within 24 hours if the seat is available. 

Then, in the “My Reservation” 
tab, input the confirmation code 
and provide your email address, and 


proceed to payment, which can be 
made via debit or credit card, PayPal, 
or over-the-counter transactions in 
banks. 

A voucher is sent through email 
upon successful payment transaction. 
On the day of the trip, be sure to 
arrive at the terminal 30 minutes 
before the scheduled departure time. 

In the near future, Soriano hopes 
to make seat selection possible 
with some of their partner bus 
companies to make traveling more 
convenient. Also on the agenda is to 
add more bus companies to their list 
of partners. 

For now, if you want to book a 
ferry trip, go on PinoyTravel.com. 
ph to book your trip. 


Germany pays 
tribute to Rizal 
with ‘City of 
Calamba’ sign 

Jose Rizal spent his 25th birthday 
in Wilhelmsfeld, Germany, a 
mountainous village in former 
West Germany. The town is just a 
30-minute drive from Heidelberg, 
a southwestern city in Germany. 

Rizal stayed as a house guest of 
Dr. Karl Ulmer, a Protestant pastor, 
for three months in 1886. The 
humble German family honored 
the young Filipino eye doctor’, 
who spent his time adding to his 
knowledge on ophthalmology and 
learning German. 

Over two centuries later, this 
German town reveres Rizal’s me¬ 
mory with a “City of Calamba” sign, 
paying tribute to the hometown of 
Jose Rizal. 

Regular Inquirer contributor 
Gideon Lasco posted the historic 
tribute to the national hero on his 
Facebook page. 

Lasco opines that although 
“Rizal has become ‘boring’ to 
young people because he is a 
‘requirement’ in elementary and 
high school, there is so much to 
celebrate about his life and the 
city of Calamba can take the lead 
in celebrating him.” 



Directional sign to the City of 
Calamba in Wilhelmsfeld, 
Germany pays tribute to the 
hometown of Jose Rizal. 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


4 Indonesian hostages freed 


Four Indonesian tugboat crew 
members abducted off Tawi-Tawi 
on April 15 were freed on May 11. 

Police said “unidentified men 
dropped off” the Indonesians 
in front of the residence of Sulu 
Gov. Abdusakur “Toto” Tan Jr. in 


Jolo, who then turned them over 
to the military. Police said the Abu 
Sayyaf or other kidnap-for-ransom 
groups could have been behind the 
abduction. 

Another group could have 
staged the kidnapping, then turned 


PDEA nabs 7 in P450-M drug sting 


A drug sting conducted by Phi¬ 
lippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
resulted in the arrest of seven people 
and netted more than 69 kilos of 
shabu worth P450 million in Sta. 
Maria, Bulacan on May 15. 

Three suspects, Leonardo Pe- 
droso, Marlon Cervantes, and 


Police nabbed Two Chinese men 
after a brief chase following a drug 
sting in Quezon City on May 16. 

Caught were Chen Xiongwei, 
42, and Chen Weier, 40, with a kilo 
of shabu worth P5 million. 



Kidnap watch 

Collected by Movement for 
Restoration of Peace & Order 


be members of a drug ring run by a 
Chinese in Bulacan. 

Police said the suspects had 12 
kilos of shabu with them. 

Police raided the group’s safe- 
house in Barangay Sta. Clara where 
four more suspects were arrested 
and 57 more kilos of shabu were 


the hostages over to the ASG to 
negotiate and collect ransom. 

An undetermined amount of 
ransom was reportedly paid for 
their release. 


6 kidnappers convicted in Bataan 

The Department of Justice has Martin, Leonardo Alincastre, Nestir 
secured the conviction of six per¬ 
sons tagged in the kidnapping of 
debt collector Yasar Irfan and his 
driver Reymond Baricas in Bataan 
on May 15. 

The prosecution team consisted 
of State Prosecutors Olivia Torrevil- 
las and Alexander Suarez. 

Sesenando Martin, Gallardo 


Juliano, Rammil Calma and Cristina 
Mendoza were sentenced to life 
imprisonment by Judge Antonio 
Ray Ortiguera, and ordered to pay 
each of the victims P300,000 in 
civil, moral and exemplary damages. 

Irfan and Baricas were kidnapped 
in Pilar town in 2009. 

The kidnappers initially 


Zambo trader’s 
grandson freed 

The 21-year-old grandson of a 
trader in Zamboanga del Sur was 
released on May 18 by the Abu 
Sayyaf Group after being held cap¬ 
tive for almost two months. 

Ryan Nuneza Tan was recovered 
at the vicinity of Cawa-Cawa Bou¬ 
levard. His 70-year-old grandfather 
Antonio Tan, however, remains in 
the hands of the Abu Sayyaf. 

The victims were seized by Abu 
Sayyaf bandits from their home in 
Barangay Maruing last March 25. 


demanded P50 million but later 
reduced it to P400,000. The victims 
were freed after Irfan’s father paid 
ransom. 


Christian Ultra, 22, are believed to confiscated. 

Drug sting nets P5-M shabu, 2 Chinese 


Abu Sayyaf member arrested for 2001 mass kidnappings 


An undercover operative had 
arranged to buy 250 grams of shabu 
for P250,000 from the suspects 
who reportedly tried to escape 
when they sensed police officers 
in the area. 


Zamboanga security forces 
arrested on May 15 an Abu Sayyaf 
member allegedly involved in the 
2001 mass kidnapping incident. 

The suspect, Regin Onsing 
Nazirin, is also known by the aliases 
Sahirun Asdatul, Imam Aling and 
Abu Nawas. 


Police Superintendent Luisito 
Magnaye, acting city police director, 
said joint elements of the region’s 
police intelligence, Coast Guard and 
naval intelligence arrested Nazirin at 
Baliwasan Seaside in Zamboanga. 

Police said Nazirin allegedly had a 
hand in the abduction of plantation 


workers of Golden Harvest in 
Barangay Tairan, Lantawan town in 
2001 during the height of the Dos 
Palmas kidnapping incident. 

Nazirin was positively identified 
by witnesses and victims of the 
Tairan kidnapping incident, 
Magnaye said. 
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2015 Art 
Workshop 
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24 HOURS NATIONWIDE SECURITY OPERATIONS 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
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• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 
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OPINION 


Gems of History 

By Go Bon Juan 


The Chinese 
in Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte 

L ike many Filipinos, the country’s next 
president, Rodrigo Roa Duterte, is multiracial. 
In his case, though, Duterte is even more Chinese 
than President Benigno S. Aquino III. 

“My mother is a half-Maranao and half- 
Chinese. The lineage of incoming president 
Duterte would be half Cebuano from his 
father’s side and 25 percent Maranao and 25 
percent Chinese,” he said in speech at the 64th 
commencement exercises of his alma mater, the 
Lyceum of the Philippines University, last April 
23. 

Aquino, a Fifth-generation descendant of 
Chinese immigrant Jose Cojuangco I, is 6.25 
percent Chinese. 

Duterte traces his Chinese ancestry to his 
mother Soledad, a public school teacher who 
would witness her son’s quick ascent to the top 
of Davao’s political ladder until her death on Feb. 
4, 2012 at the age of 95. 

Duterte was born on March 28, 1945 in 
Maasin, now the capital of Southern Leyte, to 
lawyer Vicente G. Duterte, a native of Danao, 
Cebu, and Soledad Roa, a native of Cabadbaran, 
now the capital of Agusan del Norte. 

The Roas have relatives in Leyte. The Dutertes 
are also related to the Duran and the Almendras 
political clans. 

Soledad taught in public schools in the Visayas 
and later in Davao where the family built their 
new home in 1951. Duterte’s father, a former 
mayor of Danao, initially practiced law but 
couldn’t resist the lure of Davao politics. 

When he ran for public office in 1952, 
Soledad, already a schools supervisor, elected to 
retire. Vicente was elected governor of Davao 
in 1965, a position he would hold for six years. 
Soledad would always be by his side, addressing 
the social and economic problems of the people, 
especially out-of-school youth, women, children 
and persons with disabilities. 

A self-confessed mama’s boy, Duterte would, 
however, follow his father’s footsteps, first as a 
lawyer and then a politico. 

Amred with a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the Lyceum of the Philippines in 
Manila and a law degree from San Beda College 
of Law, he joined Davao City’s Prosecution Office 
in 1977. By the time he left in 1986, he was the 
second assistant city prosecutor. 

GEMS, p. 6 


Moving on 


T he people have spoken. They have elected Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte as the 16th president of the Republic of the 
Philippines, with a convincing lead. Leni Robredo is maintaining 
her lead in a hotly contested race for the vice presidency. 

The two personalities are a good study in contrast. Aside from 
being of opposite gender, one is loud, the other soft-spoken; one is 
irreverent, the other respectful and pious; one is harsh and brash, 
the other is tough but gentle. 

I’ve always believed that what’s meant to happen will happen. I 
pray that both Duterte and Robredo will work together and give 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


each other a chance. This is what our country needs. It improves 
the chances that Filipinos will get what they are hankering for. 

Meanwhile, all of us, those who voted for them or not, 
should support the office Duterte and Robredo are standing for 
and continue doing what we can to help. As nongovernment 
organizations, we know how to do our work well in spite of and 
despite government. If government is supportive of our goals, it 
makes our work much easier. If we get no support from it, we 
just work harder. 

Freudian study 

A friend, who is a doctor of psychiatry, shared with me a study 
in the Harvard Business Review about what makes people like 
Duterte popular. It was written by Gianpiero Petriglieri, a medical 
doctor and psychiatrist by training, and an associate professor of 
organizational behavior at INSEAD, a graduate business school 
with various international campuses. 

Petriglieri said most people associate Sigmund Freud with 
studies on the unconscious mind, sexuality and neuroses. Few 
know or acknowledge that Freud also put forward one of the most 
enduring and validated theories of leadership, he said. 

Petriglieri’s article cited Freud’s 1922 book Group Psychology 
and the Analysis of the Ego, which discussed the influence of groups 
on individual behavior. Petriglieri writes: 

“Groups, he (Freud - Ed.) observed, are eager to follow not 
those who present the most accurate picture of reality, but those 
who most clearly reflect group members’ cherished ideals. And 
the more distressing the group’s reality is the more those ideals 
became divorced from it. 

“Freud’s theory was both a challenge to so-called ‘Great Man’ 
theories of leadership and an explanation of their enduring appeal. 


Behind every Great Man, he argued, there is an anxious group 
craving clarity, deliverance, or revenge. 

“What makes groups select leaders, in short, is not judgment 
but rather a force entirely opposed to judgment: a wish.” 

This is the best analysis so far of the “Duterte phenomenon.” 
He came in from the cold, sneaking first into people’s 
consciousness and then barreled through the finish line with all 
his brashness and crassness. 

Duterte’s win is a reflection of Filipinos’ desperation for change. 
In the last 30 years, we have tried a martyr’s wife, a military man, 
an actor, an economist and businessman who Filipinos perceive 
as having failed to deliver on their promises. The Filipino dream 
post-EDSA 1986 remains elusive. 

Duterte’s win is also a catharsis for Filipinos mired in 
frustration and resentment toward the Aquino administration 
and his selective “Daang Matuwid.” 

Economist Gerardo Sicat, in his column “Crossroads ”(The 
Philippine Star , May 11, 2016), writes: “The election campaign 
against the administration emphasized mismanagement, 
corruption and other problems, particularly in the departments of 
transportation and of agriculture... indecision and incompetence 
characterized the infrastructure program. As a result, little was 
accomplished in the six-year term, and only a few PPP (public 
private partnership) projects were actually started. Faster decision¬ 
making is expected under a new administration.” 

An optimistic Sicat says Duterte “comes to the picture not 
beholden to any of the major groups that have dominated business 
and economic policies in the country. On this basis, this is our 
best chance for economic reforms that opens up the country to 
more competition and foreign direct investments.” 

Petriglieri, however, also cautions those who pin their hopes 
on leaders in Duterte’s mold: “Since reality can only be defied for 
so long, the leaders who inspire the most enthusiasm by catering 
to powerful wishes also provoke the most disillusionment when 
those wishes do not materialize. And when that happens we 
hardly ever blame ourselves for being irrationally hopeful. We 
blame the leader for not being good enough — or for not being 
good any longer.” 

Time and again, we blame the government for failure of 
governance, but we do not blame the electorate for putting 
the leaders there. We blame the government for not delivering 
services, but we do not blame ourselves for not pulling our own 

BEATS, p. 6 
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COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Digital storytellers cited by UN Young Innovators 


Switotwins Digital Storytelling, a 
Davao-based startup that conducts 
online and physical workshops to 
help people tell their stories using 
digital tools, has been recognized 
by the United Nation’s Interna¬ 
tional Telecommunication Union 
Telecom World Young Innovators 
Competition Conflict Challenge 
for young social entrepreneurs. 

The ITU challenges picked the 
Switotwins project over 121 entries 
from 56 countries for “demon¬ 
strating innovativeness, business 
potential and a clear social value 
proposition.” 

The winning Switotwins project 
is a peace-building and digital sto¬ 


rytelling workshop in Koronodal 
where participants shared stories of 
survival and the effects of conflict 
in Mindanao. 

“It really allows the children 
to use contemporary technology 
to put their voices out there and 
be heard, at the same time, giving 
them skills to see that there is a 
bigger world out there and that 
their talents, views and opinions are 
important. Especially because there 
are lot of children in remote areas 
who have actually strong opinions 
about their experiences in conflict, 
their lives and the preservation of 
their culture. These are the voices 
that need to be heard,” said Glory- 


BEATS, from p. 5 

weight and doing our share. 

We should all heed Randy 
David’s admonition (Public Lives, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer , May 
12, 2016) that those who have 
pinned their hopes on Duterte 
should wake up to the reality that 
it would take much more than 
“the will or readiness to kill” to 
solve the nation’s “complex and 
interconnected problems.” 

Our nation’s problems are many, 
multi-faceted and interconnected. 


Yes, we’ve been waiting for a good 
leader for so long. We’re a country 
so blessed in terms of natural and 
human resources but so cursed in 
terms of good leadership. Is Duterte 
finally the answer? We certainly 
hope so. 

No matter who we voted for, 
we should move on, continue to 
do well what we have been doing, 
inspite of and despite government, 
continue to contribute what we 
can, and cooperate and help each 
other in giving the new leadership 
a chance. 


pearl Dy, a writer and web designer 
who founded the startup together 
with her twin sister Gloryrose, an 
architect. 

The Dys have been running the 
social enterprise since their college 
days at University of the Philip¬ 
pines Mindanao together with their 
friends, Angely Pamila Chi and 
Marben Picar. The team refers to 
their project as one that offers a 
“creative collaborative space that 


aims to provide a venue for young 
people to showcase their creativity 
as artists and aspiring artists... aims 
to initiate a set of activities for chil¬ 
dren to learn more about issues of 
peace and conflict and express their 
feelings about the issues through 
digital media, using their own voice 
through digital storytelling.” 

Switotwins, Inc. is named after 
the Visayan colloquial term for 
knowledge (“swito”). The project 


has also earned awards from the 
British Council’s I am a Change- 
maker Camp, and the Smart 
PaylTForward for Social Good 
Initiative. 

The Young Innovators Competi¬ 
tion is organized by the UN agency 
International Telecommunication 
Union to recognize social entrepre¬ 
neurs from ages 18 to 30 who are in¬ 
geniously harnessing technology to 
address developmental challenges. 


US returns La Union’s 400-year-old bell 


A 400-year-old bell taken by 
American soldiers in 1901 from 
a Catholic church in Bauang, La 
Union has been shipped back to 
the Philippines and arrived at Clark, 
Pampanga on May 17. 

Reports from the office of Mayor 
Martin de Guzman disclosed that 
the bell was transported from the 
West Point Community in New 
York on April 30 and was fetched 
by government and church authori¬ 
ties at Clark for ceremonial rites on 
May 23. 


Myrna Romero, the town’s infor¬ 
mation officer, said the San Pedro 
Bell, also known as the Barry Bell, 
weighs around 400 kilos. It is a long- 
lost treasure of the Saints Peter and 
Paul Church of Bauang. 

The bell was taken by American 
soldier Thomas Barry in 1901, 
during the Philippine-American 
War. He gave it to the US Military 
Academy at West Point, which hung 
it outside the academy’s chapel. 

Historical records show that in 
1883, Gobernadorcillo Mariano 


Balancio, who became mayor of 
Bauang, and Lt. DD. Hilario Calica 
gave the bell to Father Mariano 
Garcia. Father Garcia was the parish 
priest of San Pedro from November 
1872 to July 25, 1876. 

The bell was almost destroyed 
during the Philippine revolution, 
but the advance of American forces 
prevented it and other bells from 
being melted down and made into 
guns and other war ammunition. 

The bell is made from an alloy of 
gold, silver and copper. 


GEMS, fromp. 5 
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Duterte had his first taste of Davao City politics 
when he was named officer-in-charge vice mayor 
after the 1986 People Power revolution. In 1988, 
in the first post-Marcos local elections, he ran for 
mayor and won, serving three consecutive terms 
until 1998. 

Because of the constitutional 
term limit, he ran for the 
House of Representatives and 
represented Davao City’s first 
district. In 2001, however, he 
was back as Davao City mayor 
and would again serve another 
three terms until 2007. 

In 2010, again due to term 
limits, he swapped positions 
with this daughter Sara 
Duterte-Carpio, then the vice 
mayor. In 2013, he retook the 
Davao City mayoralty, by then 
serving his seventh term. 

On June 30, Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte will be sworn in as the country’s 16th 
president, the first Mindanawon to make it to the 
highest position in the land. 

Like the Tsinoys who can relate to Duterte 
because of his Chinese lineage, so can the Muslims 
because of his Maranao descent, again thanks to his 


mother Soledad. 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front chair Murad 
Ebrahim called Duterte a “True Son of Mindanao,” 
citing the Moro blood that flows in his veins. 

But regardless of his Chinese, Maranao or 



Duterte’s father Vicente and mother Soledad. 

Cebuano lineage, what is important is Duterte is as 
Filipino as any Filipino, a product of different races 
and ethnic groups, and of indigenous, eastern and 
western civilizations. 

We should be proud of our Filipino identity. 
Mabuhay ang Filipino. 
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The thriller film The House That 
Never Dies features a “ghost 
wedding” happening early last 
century. 

Shanxi's ghost 
marriages 

A family in north Chinas Shanxi 
province held a “ghost wedding” for 
their son who died unmarried three 
years ago. 

Posthumous marriage is an 
ancient and popular custom in 
rural Shanxi. It is often dictated 
by tradition and superstition, as 
fortune tellers warn the family will 
be cursed if a family member dies 
unmarried. 

Many parents who lose a son go 
to great lengths to secure a so-called 
“ghost daughter-in-law” despite 
incurring heavy financial burdens. 

Traditionally it is the parents’ 
obligation to help sons settle down. 

For the family of a deceased 
daughter, a “ghost wedding” is also 
necessary, otherwise she would not 
be allowed a proper burial. 

Local death rate among young 
men is higher due to high incidence 
of accidents in coal mines. 

Lack of available female corpses 
for ghost weddings have resulted in 
criminals raiding tombs of females, 
which they then sell to the family of 
a dead son for a “ghost wedding.” 

Such “brides” can cost 180,000 
yuan ($27,000), which was 
considered a bargain. 

Professor Chen Wenhua at 
Zhejiang Normal University says the 
government should take measures to 
regulate the posthumous marriage 
market and try to gradually change 
people’s attitudes and ways of 
thinking. 

He points out that a complete 
ban will do little to end the ancient 
social custom. 


ROUNDUP 


Rare 8,000-year-old paddy discovered 


A paddy dating back more than 
8,000 years could be the earliest 
wet rice farming site in the world, 
said the Chinese archaeologists who 
discovered it. 

The field, covering less than 100 
square meters, was discovered at the 
neolithic ruins of Hanjing in Sihong 
county in east China’s Jiangsu province 
in November 2015, according to 


the archaeology institute of Nanjing 
Museum. 

Researchers found that the paddy 
was divided into parts with different 
shapes, each covering less than 10 
square meters. 

They also found carbonized rice 
that was grown more than 8,000 years 
ago based on carbon dating. 

There was also evidence that the 


soil was repeatedly used to plant rice. 

Lin Liugen, head of the institute, 
said Chinese people started to cultivate 
rice about 10,000 years ago and 
carbonized rice from that age has 
been found, but paddy remnants are 
quite rare. 

Lin said the findings would be 
significant for research on the origin 
of rice farming in China. 



An artifact found in the 
8,000-year-old paddy in 
Hanjing 


Shanghai's top 10 museums 


May 18, International Museum 
Day, 122 museums in Shanghai 
open for free to raise public aware¬ 
ness of museums. 

Below are 10 museums in 
Shanghai with the most distinc¬ 
tive collections. Visitors can en¬ 
joy the exhibitions of animation 
characters, insects and chopsticks, 
and learn more about the world’s 
history and culture. 

Animation Museum. Opened 
in 2012, the museum displays the 
history of cartoons and animation. 
The first floor covers the history of 
China’s shadow puppets to Disney 
characters like Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck. 

The main hall is filled with 
movie posters and life-sized 
statues and short animated films 
are screened. Children can record 
voices for their favorite characters 
on the second floor. Visitors can 
also watch a cartoon film in the 
cinema on the top floor. 

Music Box Museum. The exhi¬ 
bition features a Japanese collector’s 
music boxes and gramophones 
mostly from Europe. It showcases 
what it calls the world’s oldest mu¬ 
sic box, a small golden box made 
by Swiss watchmaker Antol Fabre 
in 1796. 


Chopsticks Museum. This may 
be Shanghai’s smallest museum. 

It houses the personal collection 
of Lan Xiang, a writer, who has 
collected more than 2,000 pairs of 
chopsticks from his journey around 
Asia. Lan, in his 80s, lives upstairs. 
The prized pair is a gilded silver set 
from the Tang Dynasty (618-907). 

Brush and Ink Museum. The 
one-room museum covers the his¬ 
tory of ink making and has displays 
of ink stones and brushes of vari¬ 
ous kinds. There are stories about 
the items, with an English audio 
explanation. 

Postal Museum. The 1924 
landmark building was the original 
Shanghai Postal Museum and dis¬ 
plays the history of the postal ser¬ 
vice in China. The exhibits include 
concession-period postmarks, clay 
seals and postage stamps. 

Public Security Museum. Eight 
thousand items such as uniforms, 
badges, weapons and emergency 
vehicles in the museum showcase 
public security history from the 
mid-19th century to date. Wax 
policemen are shown in uniforms 
from China, India and Britain. The 
highlight is a pistol owned by Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen. 

Jewish Refugee Museum. 


Housed in the former Ohel Moshe 
Synagogue built in 1927, the 
museum memorializes the time 
when Shanghai gave refuge to those 
who escaped Nazi Germany. 

Exhibits include many cultural 
relics, scrolls and photographs 
of Jewish life in Shanghai at the 
time. 

It also has a name database on 
which you can do a search of Jew¬ 
ish refugees who lived in Shanghai. 

Insect Museum. The museum 
contains more than a million insect 
specimens from around the world. 
Founded in 1868, it was once 
known as the British Museum in 
Asia. The highlight is the electric 
blue Morpho Helena from South 
America, dubbed “the world’s most 
beautiful butterfly.” 

Typewriter Museum. The 
museum exhibits 50 typewriters, 
arranged chronologically, the 
oldest made in 1809. They are 
3e-long collection of the owner, Lu 
Hanbin, a Chinese businessman 
who lives in the Czech Republic. 

Glass Museum. A former glass 
furnace workshop, the museum 
displays the making of glass and 
artistic glass pieces from China 
and overseas. 


Fuzhou's 
hand-made 
horn combs 



The exquisite horn comb is a 
special local product of Fuzhou, 
east China’s Fujian province. 


The horn comb is one of the 
three treasures of Fuzhou, aside 
from lacquerware and the umbrella. 

Made from natural materials, 
with a smooth tooth design, the 
horn comb glides through hair 
without static, and gently stimulates 
hair and scalp. 

Combining beauty and 
affordability, the combs can be 
found in every household. Its 
decorative carving makes it a nice 
functional gift. 

But since they are made from 
the antlers or horns of slaughtered 
animals, these may not be as 
welcoming or appealing to people 
such as vegetarians and vegans. 



Wood blocks of Matteo Ricci's world map 


Wood blocks of a world map drawn by 
Italian missionary Matteo Ricci more than 
400 years ago are on show in northeast China’s 
Liaoning provincial museum in Shenyang 
until July 24. 

According to Ma Baojie, curator of the 
museum, the map was made by Matteo 
Ricci, but the blocks were carved by his 
friend Li Yingshi. When assembled, the 


eight blocks measure two meters tall and 
four meters wide. 

The one on display was his last and most 
detailed. It was done in 1603 during the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). The map belonged 
to the military command headquarters in 
Liaoning. In 1621 when the Nurhaci, founder 
of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), took 
Liaoning, he seized the map. 
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Luo Wenzao (ODD): 

Product of the Philippines - the 


By W. H. Wu 

E vangelization, or the spread of Christianity, played 
a critical role in the colonization of the Philippines 
by the Spaniards. 

Unable to discover spices and gold in the islands, 
Spanish authorities had considered abandoning the 
colony. But the priests’ persuasion that the Philippines 
could be used as a stepping stone to propagate Christianity 
in China eventually convinced King Philip of Spain to 
maintain the colony. 

Bishop Domingo Salazar, for instance, suggested to 
the king, “What a glory to God it would be if we could 
convert the one million barbarian souls in Cathay.” 

This colony played a great role evangelizing Chinese 
souls in China. The best example and evidence is that the 
first bishop of China, Luo Wenzao (Q Q Q ), or Gregorio 
Lopez, was ordained as a priest in Manila. He was a 
product of the oldest university in Asia, the University 
of Santo Tomas. 

Unfortunately, few people, even among the Catholic 
hierarchy, are aware of this fact. Luo (1615-1691) was not 
only the first bishop in China, but also the only bishop 
until the beginning of the 20th century. 

Luo was born around 1615 in the village of Luojiaxiang 
(D D D ) in the district of Fu’an ([] [] ), Funing prefecture 
(D D D )> Fujian province, from a local, non-Christian 
family. He was baptized by the Franciscan Antonio de 
Santa Maria Caballero in 1634, given the Christian name 
Gregorio and was employed by the missionary as one of 
the mo cos, or young assistants. 

He may have traveled with Caballero and Francisco 
Diez, OP, to Taiwan in 1636, and may have returned to 
Fujian together with Father Gaspar Alenda and Brother 
Juan de San Marcos, OFM, in April or May of 1637. 

In mid-June of 1637, he left the territory of Fujian 
with Franciscans Franciso de la Madre de Dios and Alenda 
and went to Beijing in an ill-fated expedition organized 
by the friars. The Franciscans had wanted the imperial 
court to stop the accusations from a Fu’an literatus against 
Christianity in the capital. 

Johann Adam Schall von Bell, a Jesuit priest, received 
the friars and three young assistants, including Luo. 

Schall was an astromer tasked with finishing the 
modification of the Chinese calendar, including 
predictions of eclipses of the sun and the moon. Schall 
and his Christian literati viewed the the friars’ presence 



Statue of Luo Wenzhao in the cam¬ 
pus of Wenzao Ursuline University of 
Languages in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. 
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with hostility and saw it as a threat to the 
Catholic Mission in China. 

The party was put under house arrest and 
eventually shipped back to Fujian. 

Meanwhile, a province-wide anti-Christian 
campaign erupted in Fujian and local 
authorities arrested Luo and a number of 
Fu’an Christians in November 1637. 

He was jailed in the Ningde district, then 
transferred to Fuzhou and finally expelled, 
together with the friars, to Macao. 

From Macao, Luo sailed to Manila for 
the first time where he remained until mid- 
1640. He returned to Macao with another 
Dominican, Juan Bautista de Morales and 
Caballero. 

Luo remained as Caballero’s servant until 
Caballero and some Spanish nuns were forced 
to leave Macao on Oct. 9, 1644 following an 
order of expulsion of all Spanish from the 
Portuguese colony. 

Luo followed Caballero in his journey. The 
ship, originally headed to Goa, shipwrecked 
in Cochinchina (Southern Vietnam). 

Local authorities saved Caballero and his 
party and brought them to the court of the 
Hue emperor. They were well-treated but 
apparently, Luo was considered a Chinese spy 
and risked execution. 

Finally in April 1643, they were all allowed 
to leave, arriving back in Manila on May 20, 

1645. 

Once back in Manila, through the 
intercession of Caballero, Luo entered the 
Dominican convent of Santo Domingo, 
where he learned to speak Spanish and read 
and write the Latin alphabet. Subsequently, 
he was admitted to the Colegio de Santo 
Tomas, not as a regular student but rather as 
an attendant, in order to be educated in Latin 
and humanities (which covers grammar and 
philosophy). 

He was promised admittance to the 
Dominican order in Manila, but before his 
formal admission, the Provincial Domingo 
Gonzales decided to send him back to Fu’an 
in mid-1647 to bring much needed funding 
to the missionary Juan Garcia. 

Luo joined other friars in Dington, a coastal 
village near Fu’an, where he collaborated with 
the prominent local convert Guo Bangyong in 
building a large stone church in the Baroque 
style. 


In August 1649, he traveled to Xiamen to 
bring to Fu’an a new group of Dominicans 
who arrived from Manila, including Francisco 
Varo, who compiled the Chinese-Spanish 
dictionary. 

On Jan. 1, 1650, Morales, now back in 
Fu’an, conferred on Luo the so-called “choir 
habit” for his services and virtue. It signals his 
formal admission into the Dominican order. 

On March 7, 1651, after one year in the 
novitiate in Dington, Luo took his solemn 
vows of profession. 

Thereafter, in the spring of 1652, he 
returned to Manila for a third time, to 
continue his theological studies at the 
University of Santo Tomas. 

On July 4, 1654 he was ordained by the 
Archbishop of Manila, Miguel de Poblete, 
and was assigned to China by the provincial 
intermediate congregation of the Province of 
the Holy Rosary. 

Together with his confreres - Vittorio 
Riccio, Domingo Coronado, Diego Rodriguez 
and Raymundo del Valle - Luo reached China 
in July 1655. 

He engaged in pastoral work in Fujian, 
enduring the consequences of the fighting 
between Qing Dynasty troops and Koxinga 
(a Ming Dynasty loyalist who defeated the 
Dutch East India Company on Formosa 
and spent the last 16 years of his life fighting 
against the Manchus/ Qing Dynasty), and the 
hardship of the coastal evacuation of Fujian 
ordered by the Manchu government. 

During the anti-Christian campaign 
(1665-1670), most Dominicans were 
deported to Beijing and then to Guangzhou. 

Luo was in Quanzhou, where he could be 
undetected. 

In May 1665, he traveled to Manila for a 
fourth time to obtain funds for the mission, 
and brought back money not only for the 
Dominicans, but also for the Franciscans 
and Jesuits. 

He received orders from his superior to 
visit all the Christian communities of China 
since as a Chinese, he could go unnoticed by 
authorities. 

Luo traveled far and wide for three years, 
visiting communities in Zhili, Shandong, 
Shanxi and Shaanxi, Jiangsan, Jiangxi, 

LUO WENZAO, p. 10 


Luo Wenzhao (top) traveled 
to Xiamen to bring to Fuan 
a new group of Dominicans 
who arrived from Manila, 
including Francisco Varo, who 
compiled the Chinese-Spanish 
dictionary, in August 1649. 


Jesuit priest Johann 
Adam Schall von 
Bell received Luo 
Wenzhao and his 
companions in 
Beijing. 
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Fujian, Zhejiang, Sichuan, Guangdong 
and Hunan. 

Luo’s fame soon reached the French 
Vicars Apostolic of China, Tonkin 
(northernmost Vietnam) and Cochinchina, 
who petitioned the Holy See to name Luo 
as Vicar Apostolic of northern China, and 
to consecrate him as a bishop. 

Domingo Navarrete OP, who had been 
initially chosen for that position, strongly 
recommended Luo for Propaganda Fide 
(Sacred Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith), and in 1673, Luo was 
made the First Chinese Catholic bishop 
of China. 

On Jan. 4, 1674, Pope Clement X 
named him Bishop of Basilinopolis, 
Vicar Apostolic of Nanjing and Apostolic 
Administrator of five other northern 
Chinese provinces and of Korea. 

His ordination should have occurred in 
Siam, where other bishops were available 
to ordain him. 

However, partly due to the opposition 
of some of his Dominican confreres, 
especially Francisco Varo and partly due 
to his own doubts, Luo first refused the 
nomination. 

Varo, for example, thought that Luo 
did not have the necessary theological 
background to deal with the delicate 
problems of jurisdiction and the 
“Chinese rites” (dispute among Catholic 
missionaries over whether Confucianism 
and Chinese traditions like ancestral rites 
are incompatible with Catholic beliefs), 
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Pope Innocence X ordained Luo Wenzao in 
October 1679. 

then a raging controversy. 

Luo endured years of diatribes, but the 
French Vicars Apostolic and the Holy See 
insisted on the ordination. 

In October 1679, Pope Innocence X 
confirmed his will to have Luo ordained. 
Luo received the papal letter in 1681, and 
could not ignore the orders any longer. 

At the same time, the Dominican 
superiors asked the Holy See to name a 


Pallu’s mission of Muyang 
(near Fu’an), he discovered 
that the Vicar had recently 
died. 

Luo’s odyssey ended when 
he received a letter from 
Vicar Apolostolic Bernardino 
Della Chiesa, OFM, who 
invited him to Guangzhou to 
be consecrated. Luo traveled 
with Pallu’s confrere, Bishop 
Charles Maigrot MEP, to 
Guangzhou, and was finally 
consecrated on Apr. 8, 1683. 

Luo, assisted in his work 
by the Italian Franciscan, 
Francesco Nicolai de 
Leonissa, reached Nanjing 
on June 30, 1685. He was 
received with great jubilation 
by local Christians. He soon 
started a visitation of his vast vicariate. 

He also had the satisfaction of ordaining, 
in 1688, three Chinese Jesuit priests, 
among them the famous painter, Wu Li 
(□ □ )• 

In Spring 1690, to appease the 
Portuguese government, the Holy See 
agreed to elevate Nanjing into a diocese 
under the Portuguese Padroado, and Luo 
was named its first bishop, with Lemissa as 
his Vicar General. 

Luo died in Nanjing on Feb. 27, 1691 
after a short illness. 

Luo’s story shows how closely linked 
China and the Philippines were, especially 
in relation to the spread of Christianity. 
Luo came to Manila five times between 
1638 to 1684, he was ordained in Manila, 
studied Theology at the University of Sto. 
Tomas. 

In his fifth and last year-long visit to 
Manila, he stayed in the Chinese parish 
of the Parian and must have made many 
Chinese Catholic friends and became well- 
known among compatriots living there. 

Luo’s conciliatory treatise on Chinese 
rites translated to Spanish by Manila’s 
Jesuits is undoubtedly an important 
document in the ecclesiastical history of 
the Philippines. 

Where the document can be found and 
who were the Jesuits capable of translating 
Chinese to Spanish in the 17th century are 
subjects which we hope trained historians 
can help research. (P 

Most of the information on Bishop Luo 
Wenzao are taken from a compilation by 
Menegon, Eugenio https://www.academia. 
edu/23057333/Luo_Wenzao ([] Q Q ) 
Gregorio Lopez OP_l6l 5-91 and sourcedfom 
Gonzales, Jose, Maria OP. El Primer Obispo 
Chino, Fray Gregorio Lo a Lopez, OP, Villava, 
Pamplona, 1966. 


Mgr Frangois Pallu (1626-1684). 


theological adviser for Luo to 
give him assistance in his new 
ministry. 

Luo decided to travel to 
Manila again to be consecrated, 
and after many difficulties, he 
finally made his fifth landing in 
the Philippines in 1683. 

But the Spanish ecclesiastical and civil 
authorities were against his ordination, 
which they considered an encroachment of 
the papacy over the missionary Patronato 
Real (Royal Patronage) of Spain. 

Racial consideration probably also played 
a role in strengthening the opposition of 
Luo’s Dominican superior in Manila. 

Moreover, Luo had only received a short 
education in theology and philosophy, 
and had shown a tolerant attitude towards 
“Chinese rites,” which was opposed by 
most Dominicans, but is close to the Jesuit 
and Franciscan positions. 

In fact, the Manila Jesuits translated into 
Spanish a conciliatory treatise on the rites 
Luo had written in Chinese. 

Luo remained in the Chinese parish of 
the Parian in Manila for a year without 
receiving consecration. He sent a circular 
letter, to all the China missionaries 
denouncing the situation, and repeatedly 
wrote to the Pope and King of Spain to try 
to resolve the situation. 

Luo eventually became enmeshed in 
jurisdictional struggles between the civil 
and ecclesiastical authorities of Manila, 
and so with the help of Diego Calderon 
y Serrano, auditor in the Royal Audiencia 
of Manila, he escaped from the Dominican 
parish and finally left Manila for China 
in 1684. 

He returned to Fu’an, hoping to be 
consecrated by the French Vicar Apostolic 
Francois Pallu, but when he arrived in 
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parenting 


I wrote about spirituality for parents in 
Tulays past issue (April 19-May 9, 2016). 
It has been a struggle for the past 
month, but even that little time is seeing small 
results. The key, for me, is putting everything 
in concrete terms. 

The spiritual powers that senator Leticia 
Shahani talked about are all abstract concepts. 
We need to help our children see that what 
they encounter everyday are events that can 
be dealt with calmly. I do not yet know how 
to teach these spiritual powers explicitly but 
right now, I see them as tools that will help 
my children navigate life. 

The power to withdraw asks us to step back 
from situations to gain a clearer perspective. 

Previously, I shared in this column how 
high-strung Achi can be. She has had her 
whine-fests and those drive me up the wall. 
Even getting ready in the morning is a reason 
to panic. 

“Achi, were leaving in 20 minutes.” 
“Buuuut, I haaaaaaven’t brushed my 
teeeeeeeeeth yeeeeeeet!” 

It’s a scenario that has been decreasing for 
the past few days. 

These days, husband and I are still taking 
a deep breath and reminding her to “breathe 
with me.” It is the simplest way to help her 
step back. Another new thing added to this 
mix was a heart to heart talk a few weeks ago 
to remind her that: (1) whining only makes 
people around her irritated; (2) she doesn’t get 
what she wants anyway until she calms down; 
(3) it is not the end of the world and she can 
still finish preparing herself. 

Part of this is also looking at where she’s 
coming from. The power to tolerate asks us 
to look at our fears and see how much we 
can withstand and when we need to fight 
back. Children are not able to see this clearly 
by themselves so we have to help them do it. 

In our talk about morning preparations, 
I discovered she was afraid of being late. 
But being late is not really the reason. Achi 
is an introvert and likes to do things by the 
book to avoid the risk of placing her in the 
spotlight. If she is late for her ballet class, for 
example, it means all eyes on her when she 
enters the studio. 

My recent game plan for this is to get 
Achi to accompany Shobe when approaching 
people. Shobe always wants to go to Bonifacio 
Global City to look at dogs. She especially 
enjoys petting small fluffy dogs, because all 
our two frisky mutts want to do is run with 
her. The girls have to ask the owner first if 
they are allowed to touch the dog. We usually 
approach owners who are just sitting down, 
taking a breather. 

Achi will accompany Shobe, who does the 
talking. It gives Achi a boost of confidence as 
well because Shobe refuses to approach any¬ 
one without her. (We parents usually stand 
about 10 meters away). 


Step 2 
for ch 

By Meah Ang See 

Sometimes though the girls get bouts of 
overwhelming shyness. They claim that the 
dog owner “does not look nice or kind.” It’s 
time to teach them the power to accommo¬ 
date - to be more open. Until someone shows 
their fangs, we assume they are nice people. 
(The husband believes no mean person can 
take care of a tiny Chihuahua and not kill 
it. Also, if a mean person owns an extremely 
adorable Shitzu, there is no way that person 
stays mean). I get closer to whichever dog they 
want to pet to boost their courage. 

When they are apprehensive, I help them 
decide: when they return with sad faces, we 
go over their choices again. If they really want 
to pet the dogs, they have to suck it up and 
talk to the owner. 

Sometimes, we go over their script again. If 
they decide not to talk to a dog’s owner, then 
they will have to take their chances with the 
next one. I also remind them that sometimes, 
the next time does not come along on the 
same day because they might not see a dog 
they want to pet anymore. 

These may sound shallow for adults, but 
are actually perfect for eight and six year olds. 
It shows them that sometimes, decisions are 
not between good and bad, but between really 
good and regular good. I use these terms with 
them as well, and now hear them talk about 
the gradations of “goodness.” Hopefully, these 
markers of decision points will be their guide 
for discernment and judgement. 

The power to face shadows and the power 
to forgive/forget are not what the girls have to 
deal with yet, but I need to have action plans 
ready. Getting rid of negative vibes comes 



naturally for children. I recall that Achi was so upset with a classmate in second grade, 
but was on good terms with him as a groupmate in third grade. I want to be like a child 
again - holding no grudges. Let the past stay in the past and live my life to the fullest. 


The last power is the power to co-operate. Because Achi has been more patient, open 
and accommodating lately, we have observed a better relationship between the two sisters. 
Shobe was quite sick for a week, and Achi went out of her way to talk and find out what 
Shobe wanted to do. I heard Achi grumble, “So boring!” as she went off with Shobe to play. 
We are getting there. 
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The Monkey 

Last of four parts 


W hen Erlang arrived at 
the foot of the cliff, 
he saw the temple. He 
looked at it carefully, “Strange,” he 
said, “to put the flag pole behind 
the temple rather than on top of it. 
This must be the monkey playing 
one of his tricks. He wants to bite 
me as I enter. But first, I will smash 
his latticework and then kick in 
the doors.” 

Wukong was surprised to 
hear God Erlang’s words. He 
thought, “I can’t have my teeth 
and eyes smashed.” In a moment, 
he changed back and sprang up to 
the sky and disappeared. 

The God Erlang quickly 
followed by riding a cloud to 
the sky. Erlang used King Li’s 
enchanted mirror to catch sight of 
Wukong, who was flying toward 
the mouth of the Guan River. 

Above the river, Wukong 
disguised himself as God Erlang 
and ran straight into a nearby 
temple. The ghosts of the temple 
greeted him respectfully. While 
Wukong was sitting in the middle 
of the temple watching the burning 
joss sticks, a ghost entered to 
announce, “Another God Erlang 
has arrived.” 

The real God Erlang dashed into 
the temple with his magic sword in 
hand. Wukong returned to his 


own appearance. The two fought 
furiously until their battle brought 
them back to the Mountain. 

ar above the Mountain, the 
Jade Emperor, his Queen, 
Guanyin of the South Sea and Lao- 
jiin watched the battle. Lao-jim 
volunteered, “I will help Erlang.” 
He then removed a large diamond 
ring from his finger and threw it 
down from heaven. 

Wukong, who was entirely 
absorbed in the fight, did not 
expect a new threat from heaven. 
The ring struck him on the head 
and he fell to the ground. Before 
he could get to his feet, Wukong 
was bitten by one of Erlang’s 
dogs. 

The diamond ring was instantly 
turned into a rope which tied 
Wukong fast. The Monkey King 
raised up his head, laughed and 
shouted, “True heroes never stab 
in the back.” 

The Monkey Kung was 
returned to the Crystal Palace by 
the heavenly troops and tied to a 
post. The Jade Emperor ordered 
Wukong cut into pieces. But 
neither sword nor spear could hurt 
even a hair on Wukong’s body. 

The gods were at a loss as 
to what to do. Lao-jim had a 
suggestion, “Since he has eaten 
the fruit and elixir of immortality 


and has drunken the magic wine, 
he cannot be easily killed. We had 
better put him into the furnace 
and when his body is burned, the 
elixirs he has eaten will be left at 
the bottom.” 

Lao-jim dragged Wukong to 
the Dou Shuai Palace. He pushed 
Wukong into the furnace and 
ordered the furnace keepers to fan 
the flames with great force. 

Wukong was kept in the furnace 
for 49 days. Lao-jim was just about 
to open the furnace when the 
Monkey King leaped out. He had 
survived by standing in the draft of 
the fans. The flames never caught 
him, but the smoke had turned 
his eyes red. 

The furnace keepers tried 
desperately to hold back Wukong, 
but he knocked them down. Then 
Wukong struck down Lao-chiin. 

The Monkey King took the 
enchanted staff from his ear and 
stretched it wide. Then he made 
such a great disturbance in heaven 
that neither the gods nor the four 
great heavenly kings dared to fight 
with him again. 

Wukong could not be stopped. 
You Sheng Zhen Jim, the on- 
duty god, nervously dispatched 
36 generals to besiege him. The 
Jade Emperor hurriedly sent for 
Buddha. 



When wordsfail, use idioms... 


By Eleanor Tan Hokkien style (21) 



□ □ □ □ 

t'i n tsang t'i n tsai 

add onion and 
vegetable 

embellishing or adding 
something to a story 

□ □ □ □ 

ka k'a ka tsiu 

gesture with 
foot and hand 

disagree; doing the opposite 

□ □ □ 

ma ma kio 

calling mother 

complaining 

□ □ 

sua n kao 

mountain 

monkey 

ignorant; crude 

□ □ 

ma tsai 

meat and 
vegetable 

describing someone as 
chubby 



Jade Emperor Guan Yin and Lao-jun watch the battle between Wukong 
and Erlang. 


B uddha left the Lei Yin of West 
Heaven and went to the Heavenly 
Palace accompanied by two gods. 
Buddha used his great powers to stop 
Wukong’s attack. The Monkey King 
angrily cried, “Who dared to stop me?” 

Buddha laughed and said, “I am 
Buddha of the Western Paradise.” 

Wukong answered, “I am Wukong, 
the Greatest Sage, conqueror of all 
heaven. I demand to be Emperor.” 

“And what makes you think you 
are clever enough to be an emperor?” 
Buddha asked. 

Wukong answered Buddha, 
“Everybody should have a chance 
to be emperor. I have mastered the 
72 transformations, the ways of 
immortality and the somersault around 
the world. So, I am qualified to be 
emperor.” 

Buddha asked, “But with all of your 
powers, can you jump out of the palm 
of my hand? If you can, I promise to let 
you be emperor. If not, you must leave 
heaven to further practice your skills.” 
Wukong snickered and said to 


himself, “Buddha is so stupid. His palm 
is no more than nine inches long. Of 
course I can jump out.” 

“Will you keep your promise?” 
Wukong asked. 

“Yes, of course,” replied Buddha. 

Buddha opened his right hand; it 
was the size of a lotus leaf. Wukong 
put his staff in his ear and leaped onto 
Buddha’s palm, saying confidently, 
“Here I go!” 

He somersaulted again and again 
until he came to five pink columns 
which reached the sky. A cloud of 
smoke hovered over the columns. 
“I must have reached the end of the 
universe. The Heavenly Palace will be 
mine when I return,” thought Wukong. 

“Before I go, I must leave some 
marks to show Buddha how far I have 
come,” he thought. 

At that, he pulled out a hair and 
turned it into a pen. On the center 
column he wrote, “The Greatest Sage 
has been here.” 

After that, he urinated on the first 
column and then somersaulted back 
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to the starting place. He shouted, “Now I have 
come back from the end of the universe, please 
turn the heavenly palace over to me.” 

Buddha scolded, “You little stinker. You 
haven’t jumped out of my palm. Look down.” 

When Wukong lowered his head, he found 
that on the middle finger of Buddha was the 
line of words which he had just written. And 
from the fingers came the powerful smell of 
monkey urine. 

Wukong was shocked. “What happened? I 


must try again!” He was about to jump when 
Buddha turned his palm over and pushed 
Wukong out of the gate of West Heaven. 

Buddhas five fingers now turned into five 
mountains of gold, wood, water, fire and earth, 
which together were called the “Five-Element 
Mountain.” Where the mountains met the 
Earth, Wukong was held prisoner. 

B uddha bid farewell to the Jade Emperor 
and stepped outside the gates of West 
Heaven. He called the god of Earth and other 


□ □ □ 
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Wukong never left the palm of Buddha. 
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gods to guard the monkey and told them to 
give Wukong pills of iron to eat and juice of 
copper to drink. Buddha explained that when 
Wukong had suffered enough, someone would 
come along to rescue him. 

Wukong was sealed in the mountain for 
500 years. It was not until Master Sanzang of 
the Tang Dynasty passed by on his way to the 
Western Paradise that Wukong was rescued. 
The Master accepted Wukong as his disciple 
and took him along to the Western Paradise. 


Wukong asked his Master to stand far 
from the mountains so he could jump clear. 
Sanzang was surprised at the great sound 
as Wukong burst from the mountain. The 
Master Sanzang gave Wukong a new name 
- Xingzhe. 

Together, Xingzhe and Master Sanzang 
started toward the Western Paradise on 
their new adventure, the Pilgrimage for the 
Buddhist Scriptures. But that’s a story for 
another day. ^ 



Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten 
Greatest Chinese Literature Classics 
(□□□□□□□□□□□□), vol. 7. 
Hilit Publishing Co. Ltd. (□□□□□ 

□ □□□□□□)/1990. Illustrations 
by Wu Dacheng (□□□). 
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BIRDS OF CHINA, 

from p. 16 

Fossils also abound in Asia and China. 
Fossils have been discovered in localities such 
as Liaoning, Guizhou, Yunnan, Shanshan and 
Shandong, to name a few. 

What is interesting is that some of these 
finds offer new insights that challenge previ¬ 
ously accepted thinking. 

One fossil that has emerged as the new 
candidate for the world’s oldest bird is 
the Middle to Late Jurassic Aurornis xui. 
A group of paleontologists led by Pascal 
Godefroit found fossil specimens in the 
160-million-year-old rocks of Tiaojishan 
Formation. 

For more than a century, the Archaeopteryx 
of Germany was considered to be the oldest 
bird, but with the discovery 
of A. xui, the scientific 
community has been given 
a new perspective and a new 
frontier in exploration. 

In fact, this new discovery 
has supplied another piece of 
information - that despite A. 
xui and Archaeopteryx’s age 
gap of around 10 million years, 
with A. xui being older, the two 
are actually close relatives in the 
evolutionary tree of birds! 

Although A. xui is considered 
the world’s oldest bird for now, 
scientists continue to search 
for better and more conclusive 
evidence. 

The complication arises in 
delineating between what is a 
bird and what is a winged and/ 
or feathery dinosaur. 

Archaeopteryx , Aurornis and 
other suspected early birds 
cannot be easily classified 
as stem-birds or stem- 
deinonychosaurs, says Thomas 
Holtz Jr., a paleontologist from 
the University of Maryland. 

One example of such feathered dinosaurs 
is found in China itself. This two-meter long 
relative of the velociraptor was uncovered in 
Liaoning province. 

The Zhenyuanlong suni roamed the land 
about 125 million years ago when the first 
flowering plants dominated the forests. The 
fossil of this dinosaur was so well-preserved 
that its feathers can still be distinguished. 

The wings and feathers, however, may 
pose a misconception that this dinosaur 
had the ability to fly just like birds. They 
didn’t. 

This is one question that scientists are 
trying to answer. Why did these dinosaurs 
need to develop such features? And how 


did the earliest birds eventually use them 
for flight? 

Paleontologist Steve Brusatte of Edinburgh 
University said that the evolution took place 
for reasons other than flight. This brings back 
the question - what makes a bird a bird and 
what makes Aurornis different from winged 
dinosaurs? 

In recent years, other species of the earliest 
birds were unearthed in other locations in 
China. 

In Dapingfang, Liaoning province, the 
skeleton of Chongmingia zhengi was discovered 
by the team of Dr. Wang Min of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences. 

This recently published study in the 
journal Scientific Reports provides another 
clue to the early stage of development and 
evolution of the bird lineage. 


Beijing, this species first appeared during the 
Early Cretaceous period and is described as 
having a “two-tail” plumage that is unique 
among the earliest birds. 

While the function of the second tail is still 
unknown, some paleontologists speculate it 
serves as an aid during flight or as a sexual 
display during courting. 

Mark Norell of the New York-based 
American Museum of Natural History 
likened this feature to the colorful plumage 
of modern-day peacocks. 

Interestingly, birds, particularly the 
phoenix and its earthly counterpart peacock, 
have been considered symbols of fame, luck, 
dignity and beauty. 

Other Mesozoic birds include 
Confuciusornis sanctus and Gansus 
yumenensis , both of which are also of great 


Natural History Museum pointed out the 
importance of Gansus in the evolution of 
birds since all living birds could probably 
have descended from a Gansus-like 
ancestor. 

Aside from this, G. yumenensis revealed yet 
another noteworthy adaptation of the earliest 
fowls: from living on land to becoming water- 
dwellers and then reverting back to being 
land dwellers. 

Although fossils found in China have 
contributed to understanding the evolution 
of birds, much remains to be explored and 
studied, both in China and other parts of 
Asia. 

Our very own fossils in the Philippines 
- including the Pleistocene rodents 
found in Callao Cave in northern Luzon 
and the Stegodon luzonensis , a relative of 


Left: Artist’s interpretation of Gansus yumenensis 
and synchrotron rapid scanning x-ray fluorescence 
image of Confuciusornis sanctus showing the high 
concentration of calcium (white areas) in the bones 
(top). (Photo credit: Mark Klingler and Gregory Stewart, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk; http://content.science20.com). 


From its physical features, C. zhengi displays 
what researches consider as evolutionary 
experimentations, particularly on the ability 
to fly. 

The genus name of this bird comes from 
the Mandarin word of a mythological bird 
Chongming, while the epithet was named 
after Xiaoting Zheng, one of the pillars of 
Shandong Tianyu Museum of Nature. 

Joining Chongmingia is the 120-million- 
year-old, two-tailed Jeholornis. Jeholornis or 
the “Jehol bird” was first located in Hebei 
province and considered one of the largest 
among the earliest birds until the Late 
Cretaceous. 

In a study led by Jingmai O’Connor of 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences based in 


importance in deciphering the link between 
dinosaurs and birds and the emergence of 
the modern aves. 

Confuciusornis sanctus lived around 
120 million years ago and is one of the 
evolutionary links between the dinosaurs 
and birds. 

This species is distinguished from other 
basal birds since it is known to have the first 
bird-like beak. Aurornis xui in comparison 
had small triangular teeth. 

On the other hand, Gansus yumenensis 
are grebe-like birds that lived around 
110 million years ago. Such specimens 
were exhumed in Changma town, Gansu 
province west of Beijing. 

Matthew Lamanna of the Carnegie 


modern elephants - are examples of these 
paleontological treasures. 

Aside from the faunal assemblages found 
in China, flore such as the Late Pliocene 
peaches ( Prunus kunmingensis) in Kunming 
province have been discovered by Dr. Tao 
Su of Xishuangbanna Tropical Garden 
and Nanjing Institute of Geology and 
Paleontology. 

With dedication and perseverance from 
both the scientific community and the 
general public, it is hoped that China and 
its neighbors, including the Philippines, 
can serve as a focus of this field of 
paleontology. And in return, contribute 
to a better understanding of our natural 
world and its history. O 
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Andrea Bocelli World Tour: 
Intensely inspirational 



Bocelli with Andrea Griminelli (left photo) and Christine Allado (right photo) 


By Fred Hawson 

I cannot believe its been 12 years 
since we last saw his elegant first 
concert in the Philippines at a 
packed Araneta Coliseum. 

Andrea Bocelli was at the height of 
his fame back then. I am a big fan of 
his music -1 bought cassettes of all his 
albums back in the 1990s. 

His beautiful “Sogno” album (1999) 
was one of my all time favorites. And 
until now, his immense and popular 
duet with Celine Dion “The Prayer” 
endures. 

But this time around, I am not really 
familiar anymore with Bocelli’s new material 
from the past five years. However, when news 
of his returning for a concert at the MOA 
Arena circulated, I wanted to recapture the 
magic experience of that first concert. Since 
it was already our second time, I thought 
front row General Admission tickets were 
good enough. 

However, when we arrived at the Arena, 
we were surprised to see that the people who 
bought Gen Ad tickets were being upgraded 
to the last three rows of the Upper Box! This 
was on a first come-first served basis, and we 
were lucky we were early and got good seats 
near the center section. 

After a video about Bocelli’s foundation 
for persons with disabilities, the show began 
at around 9 p.m. The Arena was not full yet 
when conductor Carlo Bernini led the ABS- 
CBN Philharmonic Orchestra through the 
opening overture. 

Bocelli and Maria Katzarava 
Bocelli looked much older now with much 
of his hair a dignified silver, but his well- 
known full vocal quality and range was still 
very much there. The set list of the first half 
of the show was composed of Italian arias. 

Frankly, I was only familiar with cc La Dona 
e Mobile” (from “Rigoletto”) which was the 
second song he sang and the most popular 
song in that whole set. 

His guest artist in the first half was Mexican 
soprano Maria Katzarava whose voice was so 
powerful yet silky smooth as she reached those 
high notes. The Ateneo Chamber Singers 
provided the background vocals. 

Bocelli and Andrea Griminelli 
After a 20-minute break, the second half 
immediately opened with a very familiar 
tune - “Maria” (from “West Side Story”). This 
song enlivened me because I felt this signalled 
the main course of the show - music from his 
latest album called “Cinema” featuring songs 


from motion picture soundtracks. 

The next tune was “Brucia la Terra” 
featuring guest flutist Andrea Griminelli, 
which Bocelli sang while beautiful images 
from its movie “The Godfather” appeared on 
the video screen behind him. 

Griminelli stayed on stage to play a flute 
instrumental solo on the Ennio Morricone 
tune “Gabriel’s Oboe” from “The Mission.” 
This tune may be more familiar to some as 
“Nella Fantasia,” performed originally by 
Sarah Brightman in 1998. 

Bocelli and Christine Allado 
Bocelli came back to sing a couple more 


songs from the album - the very popular “The 
Music of the Night” (from “The Phantom of 
the Opera”) and Mario Lanza’s “Be My Love” 
(from “The Toast of New Orleans”). 

When Bocelli and conductor Bernini left 
the stage for a break, Gerard Salonga came 
on to conduct the orchestra. Up and coming 
Filipina pop singer Christine Allado took 
the stage. She was a statuesque young lady 
who gave a memorable fiery performance, 
matching her fiery red gown. 

Her show stopping solo renditions of “As 
If We Never Said Goodbye” (from “Sunset 
Boulevard”) and “Fly Away”(from “Moulin 


Rouge”) were the smashing highlights of the 
whole show. 

People who had not heard her sing before 
(like me) will definitely remember her. She 
practically stole the show right there and then. 
(Videos are available online). 

Salonga and Allado left the stage as 
Bocelli and Bernini took their places and 
performed “Porunacabeza” (from “Scent of 
a Woman”). 

To the delight of audience, Allado came 
back out again to sing “Cheek to Cheek” 
(from “Top Hat”) with Bocelli while scenes 
of Fred Astaire dancing played in the screen 
behind them. 

The maestro even showed his fun and 
frisky side in his interaction with Allado. 
Bocelli and Allado then went on to sing 
one of my favorite songs from the “Sogno” 
album - “Canto della Terra.” This song had 
me on LSS (last song syndrome) all the way 
to my parking spot, and even now as I am 
typing this recap. 

Finale 

Bocelli then sang “Nelle tuemani (Now We 
Are Free)” (from “Gladiator”) accompanied 
by an elegant video showing Bocelli (now 
57 years old) riding a black stallion in the 
background. 

Katzarava came back on stage to sing with 
Bocelli their final song together “Con Te 
Partiro (Time to Say Goodbye).” 

To satisfy the audience who was on their 
feet then clamoring for more, Bocelli returned 
to the microphone to sing “Nessun Dorma” 
(“Turandot”) which was already the very last 
song of the concert. 

It was a very moving concert. Bocelli’s 
voice had that enchanting effect on his fans. 
There was always that last note which never 
seemed to lose strength even as it lingered for 
a long time - that really gets me all the time, 
and still does. 

Of course, I was disappointed not to hear 
“Romanza,” “Vivo Per Lei” or “Sogno”, 
more of my old favorites. We did not hear 
“The Prayer”, which I am sure everyone was 
waiting for but did not get. Nevertheless, 
we all went home filled with much joy and 
spiritual upliftment which the Bocelli voice 
inspires. O 

Reprinted with permission from http://3xhcch. 
blogspot. com/April27, 2016. 
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Clockwise from top: Artist’s impression 
of Zhenyuanlong suni (main photo) 
which has lived during the early 
Cretaceous (125mya); Chongmingia 
zhengi ; Aurornis xui; and Jeholornis 
(Photo credits: Chuang Zhao, Wang 
Min, Masato Hattori, Aijuan Shi. www. 
theguardian.com, http://english.cas.cn, 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com) 


By Christoper Jan B. Landicho 

P aleontology - the study of fossils, the remains and traces of past life - offers us a 
glimpse of the environment and evolution of the natural world from the distant past. 
Paleontologists assiduously search for fossil evidences, incorporating all available 
data from rocks and fossils in order to dig further into Earth’s history . 

The oldest fossils date back 3.8 billion years. Majority of them are found in sedimentary 
deposits called lagerstatte. The Solnhofen Limestone in Germany and the Ediacara Hills in 
Australia are rich in well-preserved fossils. It is in Solnhofen that the iconic Archaeopteryx 
has been found. 










































